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Peace Corps Volunteer service. (See 
section 284 of the Peace Corps Manual.) 

§ 305.3 Background investigations. 
Section 22 of the Peace Corps Act 

states that to ensure enrollment of a 
Volunteer is consistent with the na-
tional interest, no applicant is eligible 
for Peace Corps Volunteer service with-
out a background investigation. The 
Peace Corps requires that all appli-
cants accepted for training have as a 
minimum a National Agency Check. 
Information revealed by the investiga-
tion may be grounds for disqualifica-
tion from Peace Corps service. 

§ 305.4 Selection standards. 
To qualify for selection for overseas 

service as a Peace Corps Volunteer, ap-
plicants must demonstrate that they 
possess the following personal at-
tributes: 

(a) Motivation. A sincere desire to 
carry out the goals of Peace Corps 
service, and a commitment to serve a 
full term as a Volunteer. 

(b) Productive competence. The intel-
ligence and educational background to 
meet the needs of the individual’s as-
signment. 

(c) Emotional maturity/adaptability. 
The maturity, flexibility, and self-suf-
ficiency to adapt successfully to life in 
another culture, and to interact and 
communicate with other people regard-
less of cultural, social, and economic 
differences. 

(d) Skills. By the end of training, in 
addition to the attributes mentioned 
above, a Trainee must demonstrate 
competence in the following areas: 

(1) Language. The ability to commu-
nicate in the language of the country 
of service with the fluency required to 
meet the needs of the overseas assign-
ment. 

(2) Technical competence. Proficiency 
in the technical skills needed to carry 
out the assignment. 

(3) Knowledge. Adequate knowledge of 
the culture and history of the country 
of assignment to ensure a successful 
adjustment to, and acceptance by, the 
host country society. The Trainee 
must also have an awareness of the his-
tory and government of the United 
States which qualifies the individual to 
represent the United States abroad. 

(e) Failure to meet standards. Failure 
to meet any of the selection standards 
by the completion of training may be 
grounds for deselection and disquali-
fication from Peace Corps service. 

§ 305.5 Procedures. 

Procedures for filing, investigating, 
and determining allegations of dis-
crimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, religion, age, sex, 
handicap or political affiliation in the 
application of any provision of this 
part are contained in MS 293 (45 CFR 
part 1225). 

PART 306—VOLUNTEER DISCRIMI-
NATION COMPLAINT PROCE-
DURE 

CROSS REFERENCE: ACTION regulations 
concerning the volunteer discrimination 
complaint procedure, appearing in 45 CFR 
part 1225, are applicable to Peace Corps vol-
unteers. Part 1225 appears at 46 FR 1609, Jan. 
6, 1981. 

PART 308—IMPLEMENTATION OF 
THE PRIVACY ACT OF 1974 

Sec. 
308.1 Purpose. 
308.2 Policy. 
308.3 Definitions. 
308.4 Disclosure of records. 
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308.6 Reports regarding changes in systems. 
308.7 Use of social security account number 

in records systems. [Reserved] 
308.8 Rules of conduct. 
308.9 Records systems—management and 

control. 
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308.11 Accounting for disclosure of records. 
308.12 Contents of records systems. 
308.13 Access to records. 
308.14 Specific exemptions. 
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spect thereto. 
308.18 Fees. 
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§ 308.1 Purpose. 
The purpose of this part is to set 

forth the basic policies of the Peace 
Corps governing the maintenance of 
systems of records containing personal 
information as defined in the Privacy 
Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a). Records in-
cluded in this part are those described 
in the aforesaid Act and maintained by 
the Peace Corps and/or any component 
thereof. 

§ 308.2 Policy. 
It is the policy of the Peace Corps to 

protect, preserve and defend the right 
of privacy of any individual as to whom 
the agency maintains personal infor-
mation in any records system and to 
provide appropriate and complete ac-
cess to such records including adequate 
opportunity to correct any errors in 
said records. It is further the policy of 
the agency to maintain its records in 
such a fashion that the information 
contained therein is and remains mate-
rial and relevant to the purposes for 
which it is collected in order to main-
tain its records with fairness to the in-
dividuals who are the subject of such 
records. 

§ 308.3 Definitions. 
(a) Record means any document, col-

lection, or grouping of information 
about an individual maintained by the 
agency, including but not limited to in-
formation regarding education, finan-
cial transactions, medical history, 
criminal or employment history, or 
any other personal information which 
contains the name or personal identi-
fication number, symbol, photograph, 
or other identifying particular assigned 
to such individual, such as a finger or 
voiceprint. 

(b) System of Records means a group of 
any records under the control of the 
agency from which information is re-
trieved by use of the name of an indi-
vidual or by some identifying number, 
symbol, or other identifying particular 
assigned to the individual. 

(c) Routine Use means, with respect 
to the disclosure of a record, the use of 
such record for a purpose which is com-
patible with the purpose for which it 
was collected. 

(d) The term agency means the Peace 
Corps or any component thereof. 

(e) The term individual means any 
citizen of the United States or an alien 
lawfully admitted to permanent resi-
dence. 

(f) The term maintain includes the 
maintenance, collection, use or dis-
semination of any record. 

(g) The term Act means the Privacy 
Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. 552a) as amended 
from time to time. 

§ 308.4 Disclosure of records. 
The agency will not disclose any per-

sonal information from systems of 
records it maintains to any individual 
other than the individual to whom the 
record pertains, or to another agency, 
without the express written consent of 
the individual to whom the record per-
tains, or his or her agent or attorney, 
except in the following instances: 

(a) To officers or employees of the 
Peace Corps having a need for such 
record in the official performance of 
their duties. 

(b) When required under the provi-
sions of the Freedom of Information 
Act (5 U.S.C. 552). 

(c) For routine uses as published in 
the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

(d) To the Bureau of the Census for 
uses pursuant to title 13. 

(e) To an individual or agency having 
a proper need for such record for statis-
tical research provided that such 
record is transmitted in a form which 
is not individually identifiable and 
that an appropriate written statement 
is obtained from the person to whom 
the record is transmitted stating the 
purpose for the request and a certifi-
cation under oath that the records will 
be used only for statistical purposes. 

(f) To the National Archives of the 
United States as a record of historical 
value under rules and regulations of 
the Archives or to the Administrator of 
General Services or his designee to de-
termine if it has such value. 

(g) To an agency or instrumentality 
of any governmental jurisdiction with-
in the control of the United States for 
civil or criminal law enforcement ac-
tivities, if the activity is authorized by 
law, and the head of any such agency 
or instrumentality has made a written 
request for such records specifying the 
particular portion desired and the law 
enforcement activity for which the 
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